Special thanks to Yvonne Watford-McKinney...

who was back on campus in November for the first time since graduation to attend
the Black Alumnae Conference, and shared the following thoughts for this class
letter:

HOME

It had been more Hian 48 yeary since | graduwated from
Mownt Holyoke witiv Hie class of 1970. Life alwayys seemed, to-
get i the way of my refurning fo- campis wiren the flme for
every othver rewnion rolled arouwnd.  And over the enmsing
years, | had forgotten tire Hringy about Mount Holyoke trat
had dram me to- Uk L the furst place.

But, witr some wuneasiness, | decided to- attend the Black
Alwmnae Rewndion un Novembper 2018, hoping to- see some of
the “Sutos’’ from my college years and to- meet post— 70 Black



cdwmmoe.  When | arrived on compusy that roiny Fridoey
evenuny, the flrst persow | saw- way my former classmate Twila
Perry, o fellow- New Yorker wito- v 1966 had also been
occepted too MHC along witiv 24 other Black teenage gurls
When | saw her, | remember aundibly saying, “l know tHhat
person.’  Then my heart Uterally leaped witv excitement at
He recognition: “Twila Perry”  Suddenly, | kinew | was in
the right place, and memories of my yearsy at MHC came
rwshung w

Over the wnext two days, we falked about old tumes,
fellowshipped withv grads from ounr college years and after,



andl spent time witihv currrent students.  We went to- seminars,
shared mealy, got re-acqguointed. wite the now—Betty Shabazz
Howse and recalled owr goodl tHmes there, and atftended an
awards panguet wirere Hie accomplishments of some of owr
aluwmnae were lawnded.  Throwghowt the rewndion, | realized
that | woas uv the midst of some of the most extraordinary
women ow the planet: | was prowd!

| expertenced onenwtihe beaunty of Hhe campus and He majesty
of those old red brick buddingsy that many yeary before, as o
young gurl from Br nw, | found soo umposing. | also
worshupped withv my Sutery at Abbey Memorial Chapel tiat
Suwnday wmorning, where a fellow aluwmna delivered Hie
sermony Being v that breativ-taking sanctary brouwght back
memories of the many services | had atftended there as a
stwdent: Inn parttendar, | recalled aftending o memorial
service ot Abbey withinm a day or two following the
assossination of Dr. Martun Lutiver Kung, Jr. It was one of the
tfumes that we stwdenty communed togetiver, shariung owr
hearty and owr grief, and expressing owr hope that the
country would recover from tHie wncertainty of the daysy
oreod. Somerows diring those two- days uv November, | felt
Uke | had returned vome; Hat | wos back v a fime and ot a
ploace wiere | had found my voice, wihere Ufe was flled witiv
purpose, and where my futwre way wide open witiv

My triyp back to- MHC was unforgettaiple. | cant imagine wiry
U fook me so- long to- returr



